CO MMONW MALTH BUREAU HAU_ OF CHNSUS_ AND STATISTICS 


SURVEY OF _MANPOWER — AND _ EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS 
(Including Numbers in in n Armed_ Forces 
MARCH, 1942. 

NOTEs (1) As this memorandum contains secret data as to Defence forces and total 
manpower position, its circulation is limited to a small list of 
officers who have occasion to use it. © Particulars as to numbers in 
defence forces must not be published in any way and the document must 
be carefully safeguarded. 


(2) The statistics herein are as at the end of March, 1942. Future issues 
will appear about eight weeks after the end of the month to which 
they relate. 





1. Employment and Enlistments: The iol Montene table shows, as at the end of July, 1939, 
and of each month since . duly, 1941, the estimated number of persons employed as wage and 
salary earners in industry Picenadene rural and household domestic) and the net enlist- 
ments in the defence forces since the commencement of the war. Net enlistments rep- 
resent net numbers of men taken into defence forces and not discharged therefrom. Bie 
includes dead, missing, prisoners of war and wounded. 
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(a) See Section 4 of this summary for fuller dotails of this figure. it represents 
"Gross enlistments" less discharges and includes dead, missing and prisoners of war, 
The number of males employed in industry was increasing until September, 1941, 
when it steadied for two months, and subsequently, coincident with the heavy military 
call-ups since November, 1941, commenced to decline. Employment of females continues 
to increase steadily but has shown no tendency to accelérate. 


The main foatures of the March figures are an increase of 32,200 males and 
24200 females taken into the defence forces, and a decline of 4,600 males and an increase 
of 6,200 females employed in industry (excluding rural and household domestic). The 
/ Buea in the males in net onlistments was very similar to that during February, but 
females increased by 2,200, almost twice as many as in the previous highest month, 
February. The increase in net enlistments in the four months ended March, 1942, amounted 
to 173,000, or nearly 50 per cent. The decline in male employment was much less than in 
January or February, but the increase in females was practically as great as the average 


of January and February. 


2. Summary of Man-power Statistics - Australia: The following table shows for March 1942 
the number of males and females enlisted in the Defcnce Forces, those engaged as wage or 
salary earners in civil occupations other than rural and household domestic pursuits, 

and unemployed wage and salary earners. Comparison of the changes in each of these 
groups from pre-war conditions (July, 1939) and from July, 1941, is also made, 
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wotes to above table: 

(i) Defence forces include enlistments since the commencement of war only. 
Fuller details are given in Section 4 of this summary. The relatively 
small number of permanent forces are included in "ather" wage and 
salary earners employed - item (ii) of above table. 


(iii) Unemployed wage and salary earners include all those not in employment on 
account of sickness, accident, unfitness, and lack of work. Sickness 
end accidents are responsible for about 45,000 of the above being not 
employed. 


(iv) Normal incroase in wage and salary earners is the estimated increase in 
the number of available wage and salary carners which would have been 
expected had the trends of recent pre-war years been continued. 
Interstate migration which actually occurred between July 1939 and 
March 1942 has however been taken into account as far as possible. 


(v) "Not gainfully occupied" groups include independents, retired persons, 
women previously not gainfully occupied, children who commence wage 
earning carlier then they would in normal times, and persons who 
delay their retirement from wage-earning occupation. Approximately 
10 per cont.-of net enlistments in defence forces or 55,000 men 
included in Class V were formerly omployers or self-employed. 


Tt will be seen that since July, 1939, 554,700 persons have been absorbed 
by the defence forces while 191,100 have been eee the industries other than rural 
and private domestic service. This total of 745,800 has been drawn from (a) unemployed 
wago and salary carners, the decrease of whom has contributed 229,600 persons, (b) normal 
increase of wage and salary earners amounting to 86,800 persons, and (c) persons not 
gainfully occupied, (including retircd persons who have become wage earners and wage 
carners who have delayed retirement), employers and self-employed persors who have become 
salary and wage carners, and rural and private domestic wage-earners who have entcrec 
the forces or transforred to other industry.. This latter group has contributod 429,400 
persons; but what proportion came from each of the sections embraced in the group it is 
not possible to say from data at present available. The table on this page indicates 
thet approximately 100,000 of them were females. 
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SECRET. 


The next table summarises the salient features of the foregoing analysis for 
males and females separately in three periods (a) July 1939 to July 1941 - the first 
period of war (b) July 1941 to November 1941, and (c) November 1941 to March 1942 - 
the period since war commenced in the Pacific. 
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é See explanation of net enlistments in Section 4 on page § hereof. & As defined in 
(v) in table on preceding page. 


The increase of 745,800 persons in defence forces and industry and trade 
since July, 1939, consisted of 499,300 persons up to July, 1941, and 246,500 since that 
date. The increase averaged 20,800 monthly for the first 24 months, and has risen to an 
average of 37,400 during the last 4 months. Normal increase has suppiied about 2,700 
each month; but while unemployed supplied on an average nearly 8,000 cach month during 
the first 24 months, the last 4 months have yielded only an average of 6,.00 fol pone 
tion of unemployed. March, however, yielded 10,000 extra workers from the unemployed; 
but, after allowing for the number of workers idle through normal sickness, accidents, 
etc., the number of unemployed now remaining to be absorboc into employment has reached 
an oxtronoly low figuro. on ees dtr | 


The influx of persons from rural and domestic occupations, employed and self- 
employed persons, and unoccupicd persons is increasing and the monthly influx from this 
source of 10,200 during the first 24 months has now increased to a monthly average of 
28,400 since November, 1941. The large increase of 167,000 men in the forces since 
November, 1941 has been met by a decline of 44,300 in industrial employment, and an 
influx of 91,300 men from rural industries, employers end self-employed men and delayed 
retirements, in addition to a decline in unemployed ana the normal increase in persons 
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as Summary of Man-power § Stati istics -_States: The chief items in the table on page 2 
are shown separate! y for States in the nex table. 


States - Summary of Man~power Statistics as as_at_end of March, 1942. 
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(a) Including Australian Capital Territory. 

(b) Including Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory. 
(c) Thas total is slightly less than the sum of the figures shown 
soparately for the States, on account of a decline in 

Northern Territory employment during March. 
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SECRET. 
The last part of the foregoing table gives some indication of the extent to _ 
which available man- and woman-power hes been drawn upon in the various States. Per 
1,000 male or female population, the numbers of persons who entered the defence forces 
or Or sneUsery 2ron not_gainful"y occur ied Broun W098, employers. _ “and 1 _self-or ~omployed, and d rurel 
and private domestic wage -ca rners are estimated as follows: 
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The high figures for diversion of men in Weatern Australia and South Australia 
have been discussed in the last issue of this summary. An outstanding feature during 
March was the large increase in the rate of divorsion in Western Australia in spite of 
the already high rate for that State. This was eccountec for py the continuance of 
heavy enlistments and call-ups. Males in the defence forces in Western Australia were 
220.2 per 1,000 male population at the end of February, compared with 145.9 per 1,000 
for Australia. During March, the Western Australian rate rose by 17.0 per 1,000, 
compared with 9.2 per 1,000 for the Sommonwealth as a whole. 


The rate of diversion of men in Queensland dropped fram 70.3 per 1,000 male 
population at the end of February to 66.0 per 1,000 °% the end of March. This was due 
to a large decrease in unemployed men during the month, which temporarily relieved the 
pressure on rural industries and other sources to supply extra men. 


Victoria, New South Wales and SOLE Australia appear to have drawn most heavily 
on female labour. Queensland and Western Australia, where little factory development 
has taken place, had done little to employ extra women until recent months. During 
March, the influx of extra women in Victoria and South Australia (4.4 and 3.0 per 1,000 
female population respectively) far exceeded those for any other State and the Common- 
wealth as a whole (2.2 per 1,000 females). 


4. Defence Forces: The numbers of persons enlisted in the defence forces since the com- 
mencemont of war are summarised from official records in the following statement. The 
gross enlistments are shown in the first column, while the second column represents the 
net number taken into defence forces and not discharged. it includes deaths, missing, 
prisoners of war, and wounded. This total is the significant figure for manpower pur- 
poses, and has been used in the preceding tables. It shows the net extent to which 
the defence forces have drawn men and women from civil life. Actually it may be a 
little understated, as some of the persons included as discharges are probably in- 
Capacitated, and not fit to resume civil occupations. ! 
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The total numbers enlisted in all services from each State were as follows:- 
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NET ENLISTMENTS TO 31ST MARCH, 1942. 
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New South Wales @)} 199,596 







Victoria a 154,419 
Queensland os 73 006 
south Australia 41,102 
Western Australia 98,031 
Tasmania a 19, Os 





AUSTRALIA (b)3 


(a) Including Australian Capitel Territory. 
(bo) Including Australian Capital Territory and 
Northern Territory. 





Notes: (i) Net enlistments represent: gross enlistments less discharges and includes 
dead, missing, prisoners of war and wounded. It represents net number 
withdrawn from civil occupations. 





(ii) Small differences between the rates per 1,000 population for the various 
States should not be regarded as significant, as the Military districts 
do not in all cases exactly coincide with State boundaries. For cxam- 
ple, a portion of New South Wales is included with the 3rd Military Dis- 
trict (Victoria). The outstanding feature of the rates are the relat- 
ively very high figures for Westorn Australia, 
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